Matthew
8:16That evening

 they brought to him many who were possessed by demons; 

and he cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were sick. 

17This was to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, ‘He took our infirmities and bore our diseases.’

18 Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side. 
19A scribe then approached and said, ‘Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.’ 20And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 
21Another of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ 
22But Jesus said to him, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.’


Mark

1:32That evening, at sunset, 

they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door.

34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; 

and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.


Luke

4:40 As the sun was setting, 

all those who had any who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought them to him; 
and he laid his hands on each of them and cured them. 

41Demons also came out of many, shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ 

But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Messiah.

9:57 As they were going along the road, 

someone said to him, 

‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58And Jesus said to him, 

‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 
59To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ 

60But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’


John (closest parallels)
5:2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralysed. 5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ 7The sick man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, some-one else steps down ahead of me.’ 8Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ 9At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.
21:17 Jesus said to Peter the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. …19 After this Jesus said to Peter, ‘Follow me.’ 20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’
1. what do these stories tell us about Jesus?

2. What do these stories tell us about Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – their interests and their possible audience? 
